Mario Kleff - biography
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The only 222” (3.650cc) V-Twin with Nitrous for the street
that has been built worldwide.

W-Tower: Iconic high-rise building W-Tower, Wong-Amat.

Phoenix Villa: First villa built in Thailand with long-span
cellular structure.
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ario Kleff was
M born on November
21,1967 in

Boppard, Germany and is a
working architect, designer

and entrepreneur. He moved

to Bonn in 1990 to pursue a
career in fine arts and followed
it with a series of exhibitions
about the ancient Book of Kells
in association with Gutenberg
Museum curator Dr. Adolf

Wild and Dom and Diocesan
Museum curator Professor
Michael Embach. This brought
him to the attention of the public
and earned him widespread
acclaimed from distinguished
sources, including by His
Excellency Padraig Murphy,
Ambassador of Ireland, and Trier
Domkapitular Pralat Prof. Dr. Dr.
Franz Ronig, expert on medieval
manuscripts and governor of Pro
Libris e.V.
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Mario Kleff dedicated his early
life to intensive studies of the
Book of Kells and copied several
folios which today are in the
hands of private collectors.

His career was enhanced by

the advent of new media and
advertising in 1995. He won
critical acclaim and became
creative director at BBDO, is one

of the three worldwide largest
advertising agencies network,
with its headquarters in New
York, Hakuhodo, is Japan’s
second largest advertising
agency, where he produced
communication concepts and
designs, but received harsh
feedback for controversial art
performances at Aktionsforum
Praterinsel, Germany. Visitors
to his exhibition volunteered
samples of their own blood

for a silk screen prints and he
challenged the art world with
claims such as “Art is dead”,
“Human Being Is Art” and “Do
Ut Des”, which loosely translates
as “You give so that [ may give”.

5T mavl 'lﬂwﬁ‘v’m“luma’wwuwuam
ﬂwﬂumiﬁﬂmﬂmmmmaﬁemwﬂ

39 uaw'lﬂﬂﬂﬂummmmuaﬂw mumm
Fuaumifuierlnaieiy cmﬂmmuu'aﬂ“luﬂ
13AseUATRIVRNTNATaNdasE N
miﬂumammmmawu iornihau
muﬁauawmﬂmymmuﬂwumﬂ

mu“luﬂ 2538 m'lﬂiumwmﬂmﬂ
uaW'{lﬂﬂnmmnﬂu HOIMS shoarsna
ﬁﬁmmiﬂuym 7 mmTa uaz aglala il i
uwuﬁuw@ammmmwﬂwumma
msdeans wenvniin lasumsnousy
amaﬂmﬂmmamﬂuﬁaﬂm uammwam
wmmaﬁuma szmemgesuii °1umma
finorn <Az dame Tiuas e
funasmemsiaasven Tuive
“uyuReraly” 1Az “Do Ut Des”

Mario Kleff’s has also been board
member of New Econ AG and

a car designer with Thai Hot

Rod Shop where he is currently
having built two street supercars
and a street superbike of his
own design. His unique concepts
are matched with unique and
powerful engines (pictured

this page), designed to his
specifications and built abroad.
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He first arrived in Bangkok in
2002 and two years later moved
to Pattaya where he has since
worked as principal architect
and CEO of his own registered
company, Wandeegroup
(Thailand) Co. Ltd. Mario Kleff
was first honoured for his
architectural works in 2004.
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The following year he married
Nittaya Wongsin, also known

as Meow, a daughter of a
traditional Chinese tailor, who
was formely the personal tailor
of Queen Rambhai Barni, wife
of King Prajadhipok Rama VII.
Astonishingly, the wedding took
place in Wat Yangsangwararam,
a royal temple under the
patronage of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, which

is normally reserved for the
exclusive use of members of

the Royal Family. Mario Kleff
became a citizen.
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Architecture
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Among Mario Kleff’s
architectural innovations in
Thailand is the use of cellular
steel beams with spans of
over 30 metres. Inspired by
the simplicity and aesthetics
of Zen Buddhism, he started
as an architect with M.I.N
design before launching the
Wandeegroup. He has since
stepped up to the rank of
international star architect
and became the first Pattaya-
based architect to sign a US$2
million design contract for a
single project. In both 2008
and 2010 he was invited by
the Pattaya Planning Authority
and Pattaya City Hall to design
a iconic landmark for Pattaya
City, and a landmark memorial
for His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej of Thailand.
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Mario Kleff was firmly
established as Pattaya’s most
famous architect by 2009 and
currently holds the record for
the most real estate development
designs approved by the local
authorities here. Several high-
rise buildings now on the
drawing board include the
38-storey W-Tower (pictured
here) at Wong-Amat, Pattaya.
Recognised as one of the most
influential figures in architecture
in Chonburi Province, Mario

is renowned for continuously
reinventing his design concepts
and for retaining a high level of
independence and control within
Pattaya’s real estate sector.
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Mario has designed more than
100 residential buildings,
including ultra-modern private
villas and five high-rise towers.
He was the first architect to
obtain approval for the use

of cellular steel technology

in building construction in
Thailand and successfully
employed it on Park Royal 2
condominium, Pattaya, and the
Phoenix Villa (pictured facing
page) on Phoenix Golf Course.
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In 2010, Mario Kleff became

a real estate developer and
launched his first project, The
Touch® condominium (see
story this issue) with a second
high-rise on the drawing board
planned for Bangkok.
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