FEATURE

Going to extremes in
pursuit of perfection

At first glance, the
A latest adornment to the
reception area of the

Wandeegroup’s Tappraya Road

offices is about as incongruous
as a snowman in Pattaya. It’s

a 75cm high, 222 cubic inch,
two-cylinder engine, forged
from titanium and sparkling
aviation-standard aluminum. And
it is destined for the ‘Thailand
Dragon’, the biggest and most
powerful road-legal motorbike
this country has ever known.
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But to star architect Mario
Kleff and those who know him,
the juxtaposition of superbike
and extreme engineering — the
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construction philosophy upon
which Mario has built his
reputation — makes perfect sense.
After all, with both the Thailand
Dragon and his recently-
announced luxury tower block,
The Touch® , set to become
realities in 2011, the Kleff
maxim is ‘if a project is worth
doing, then do it BIG’.
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Big is exactly what both the
Thailand Dragon and The Touch®
will be. At almost four metres, the
Mario Kleff-designed superbike
will be longer than many of the
cars you see on Pattaya’s roads,
yet at just 200 kg it will be half
the weight of a Honda Gold

Wing. The performance of its 3.65
litre engine, assembled by Randy
Torgeson and Paul Matyka,
USA, with other components
designed by specialist engineers
from England and Germany, will
be boosted by high concentrate
of nitrous oxide combined 116
octane fuel, specially mixed by
Mario himself, producing power
to match that of a Formula racing
car.
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Still can’t see the connection
with construction? Then take a

look at The Touch® . Big, bold,
brassy and sassy — that’s the

statement this 30-plus storey
luxury tower block will make

on the skyline of Pattaya, just
like the Thailand Dragon will
make on the city’s streets. And
in one of those odd quirks of
fate, the blue touch paper for
both projects was simultaneously
ignited shortly before Christmas
when the Thailand Dragon’s
sparkling silver engine block
arrived in Thailand just as work
began on clearing a two rai plot
of Pratamnak land as a prelude to
building The Touch®.
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The Touch®

High-rise condominium by Mario Kleff
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The land has a single owner,
Wandeegroup joint managing
director Nittaya Wongsin, and The
Touch® likewise Mario Kleff.

In fact, Mario will be developer,
architect, builder and owner of 60
of the most desirable residential
units in this city.
Aaufinweuiissnuiod fie u?ﬁ‘wﬁuﬁnijﬂ
lugruznssumsian 2epdu

vz finezislannenile marl sufnse
Wi Towdhiuinfannedmiumsng
aoliin pjﬁﬂﬁiyw HaZIv VR IHEINETFY 60

v . . C
noafiaziilui wolviigaludioaunail

Named after the interactive,
touch-screen technology
employed on the project, The
Touch® will feature two huge
granite columns. Long girder
beams will make it possible to
incorporate 25-metre-wide open
spaces on each floor. The entire
building will be clad in blue glass,
reflecting the colour of the ocean,
and will be topped by a three-
storey penthouse. The lower floors
will each be divided into three
studios, the middle floors into two

apartments and the upper floors
will each comprise single units.
SoillamnnnisaanedemsiuTaneuia
smslomaTuTaduuuseduialulasams
mesTivzlidnuzAuaN unsiinvialug
210 mum%ﬂ‘uumimﬁxﬁﬂ‘i{sﬁﬂmmn%q
szt 25 wasasuiiof Jadlunaazd o
shndesinszandrhdunszazneudun
WayNs uawaﬂuuquﬁw{uwﬁwﬁ $u
*i?yuf'mq 2119 Lﬂuwyma@ﬁia 3 104 ﬁi?yuﬂmaq
nzﬁwywqﬂ 2 voluumazdu aouduine

szlifisanoufon luunaz iy

Above all, there will no
concessions to cost savings.
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“I think by now people know
why I am doing this,” Mario
told REM. “My motive is not

to make a lot of money, but to
build a tower the way it should
be built and to deliver to the
buyer exactly what they have
been promised. Unfortunately, far
too many corners are being cut
by developers at the moment in
an effort to cut costs. That is not
going to happen on The Touch®

and if necessary I will complete
the entire project before selling a
single unit if that’s what it takes
to convince people.” The Touch®
has something else in common
with The Thailand Dragon: they
are both projects “that couldn’t
be done” in the words of many
doubters who haven’t been slow
to voice their opinions. Those
who tell Mario Kleff he can’t do
something are usually made to
eat their words. Just watch what
happens in 2011...
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